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Three pillars of Insights Hours

Product 
spotlight

How-to
ThoughtSpot

Community 
thread

● Hosted last Thursday of 
every month by 
ThoughtSpot’s GTM team

● Register for one or all 
sessions 

● Ask your questions using 
Q&A for the Community 
thread discussions
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Agenda 

01
02
03
04
05

Introductions
Hello from speakers and what we’ll cover today 

Release highlights for 10.8 cl release
Pinelopi Chamaleli

How to ThoughtSpot - Search indexing
Paul Froggatt

Wrap up & next steps
Eliza Dee

Analyst Studio - latest updates
Aditi Dani
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10.8 cl feature release 
highlights

NEW
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Features 

● Help and Support features (released gradually)

● Parameters in column names in charts and tables (GA in 10.8)

● Blended axes in pivot table charts (GA in 10.8)

● Alerts by Attribute (EA in 10.8)

● KPI chart New Experience (GA in 10.8)

● Number formatting on attributes (Beta in 10.8)

● Override null or empty values with a custom value (Beta in 10.8)

● Create your own charts with Muze Studio (Beta in 10.8)

● Column name and description aliasing for localisation (Beta in 10.8)

● Cover pages in Liveboard PDF Export

● Spotter shortcuts (EA in 10.8)

● Migrate Spotter feedback using TML  (GA in 10.8)

● Spotter Conversations Liveboard Improvements (GA in 10.8)

● CSS Theme builder playground (live Beta)

● Mobile Embed SDKs

● MFA with IAMv2 for Local Authentication
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Analyst Studio - latest updates

NEW
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Analyst Studio Updates

Scheduling datasets at 
Instance level

Availability of hosting Analyst 
Studio in EU region

Python libraries upgrade
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How to ThoughtSpot: 
Search Indexing

How to
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Search Indexing Overview

● What is the purpose of Search Indexing?
○ Allows users to easily find data they are searching for, via suggestions
○ Note, this has nothing to do with database indexing and query performance

● How are Search Indexes Built?
○ A background process to periodically index the metadata (e.g. columns 

names, synonyms names etc.) and optionally the values from the data in 
your attribute columns (excluding DATEs)

● When are the Search Indexes built?
○ Automatically after an Upgrade, and periodically thereafter
○ When adding a new table/column, this is configurable
○ When adding/changing Row Level Security rules to a table
○ When changing the index type from DONT_INDEX to something else

● How often and at what time are the Search Indexes rebuilt?
○ By default, every 24 hours following the last scheduled Search Index build 

(or the last unscheduled restart of the search index process) - this is 
configurable
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How are Search Indexes used

When a user types into the Search Bar suggestions are 
provided for:

● Column names
● Synonym names
● Formula names
● Column data values
● Formula data values
● Keywords

Without Search Indexes a user would need to know which 
column contained which exact value and specify a filter such 
as:
product = ‘andorra 1/4 zip jacket’

When using Explore, suggestions are provided for:
● Column filters
● Adding columns
● Replacing columns
● Comparisons
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Are there different types of Search Indexes?

Yes, the Index Type is specified at the column level within a table
● Consider a column where there are 4 values:

○ ThoughtSpot
○ Thought
○ Spot
○ Thought Spot

● If you search for sp, depending on the INDEX TYPE, the column value search result 
suggestions will vary as below:

DONT_INDEX No Suggestions - because no Search Index is built

PREFIX_ONLY Spot

PREFIX_AND_WORD_SUBSTRING Spot, Thought Spot

PREFIX_AND_SUBSTRING Spot, Thought Spot, ThoughtSpot

DEFAULT Spot, Thought Spot, ThoughtSpot

The DEFAULT behavior is to:
● Use PREFIX_AND_SUBSTRING for short values (30 characters or less)
● Use PREFIX_ONLY for long values and free-form text (greater than 50 words)

If a column has >100,000 unique values and the index type is DEFAULT, it is not indexed
If a column has >10 million unique values and the index type is NOT DEFAULT, it is not indexed
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Are suggestions from Search Indexes ranked or prioritised?

● Column name Search suggestions are ordered based on:
○ Historical usage (UBR - Usage Based Ranking)
○ The defined column INDEX PRIORITY (1-10)

● By default each column has an Index Priority of 1
○ This means suggestions that match the names of different 

columns are all ranked equally
○ The Higher PRIORITY the higher the ranking

■ To elevate a column name in the suggestion list, increase the INDEX 
PRIORITY

● Data value Search suggestions are ONLY ordered based on:
○ Historical usage (UBR - Usage Based Ranking)
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Can you alter Search Indexes at the Worksheet/Model layer?

● Worksheets/Models inherit the search indexes from 
the table columns that they use

● For each column in the worksheet/model you can:
○ Control whether data value search suggestions should 

be provided

○ Override the column name INDEX PRIORITY set at the 
table/column level

● For each non-DATE attribute formula in the 
worksheet/model you can:

○ Control whether data value search suggestions should 
be provided, toggling to YES will cause a Search Index 
(type DEFAULT) to be created for the formula

○ Set the formula name INDEX PRIORITY
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How are data value Search Indexes built?

Data value Search Indexes are built by running Sampling 
and Indexing SQL queries

● For the columns with indexing enabled

Sampling:
● 2 SQL queries per indexed column

○ 1 SQL query to get an approximate unique count
○ 1 SQL query to get 1000 random sample values

■ This helps to determine whether to use prefix only or include 
word prefixes

○ These SQL queries are marked with the comment “task: 
SAGE_SAMPLING”

Indexing
● 1 SQL query to get all unique values for the column

○ These SQL queries are marked with the comment “task: 
SAGE_INDEXING”
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Can you configure Search Indexing activities?

● By DEFAULT search indexing is enabled for new tables/columns you connect to

● You can DISABLE search indexing for new tables/columns you connect to via:
○ Admin -> Application Settings -> Search & SpotIQ

● You can DISABLE search indexing
○ For a column by setting INDEX TYPE to DONT_INDEX
○ For the entire system by raising a support case

● You can request a change to the frequency of the Search Index builds
○ Default is every 24 hours

■ Can increase or more often decrease that frequency
■ Can configure specific days you want them to be built

○ Raise a support case to change this

● You can specify when the scheduled Search Index builds occur
○ Define a time window within which the builds can start
○ Raise a support case to change this
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How can you monitor Search Indexing queries?

● There are 2 out-of-the-box Search 
Indexing Liveboards

● Index Statistics Liveboard
○ Contains information about the volume of 

tables/columns indexed

● Indexing Queries Liveboard
○ Contains information about the indexing 

queries, failures and performance
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What’s coming & 
next steps 
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See you next month!

May 29th
INSIGHTS HOUR 2025 


